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June 12, 2020   
 

Dear Tenafly School Community, 
  
As we enjoy the excitement of end-of-year activities and eagerly await the glory of graduation and 
slow pace of summer, we reflect upon this historic school year that has reached its close ..  while 
also preparing for the year ahead.  I offer a final expression of sincere gratitude to our entire 
district community for your work, your cooperation, your flexibility, and your support during the 
many events of this unprecedented school year.     
 

Our efforts to support our high-quality faculty and staff, to enhance the student experience, and to 
further the district’s excellence will continue as we journey towards whatever the 2020-21 school 
year has in store for us. 
 

The administration has completed a preliminary framework for a variety of possible scenarios to 
prepare us for a safe, compliant, and healthy entry into the 2020-21 school year. Pending the 
governor’s decision on the public school fall programming format, and based on the expectation 
that this will take place before the close of June, the  administration plans to present the Board 
with an overview of the preliminary 2020-21 Return to School Plan in closed session on July 13th, 
with a public presentation planned for July 20th.  
 

In the meantime, please pay attention to opportunities for parent/student/staff surveys.  We 
appreciate your input and will be seeking to use this information to finalize our plans once we 
know what the fall format will look like for NJ’s public schools. 
 

A virtual Retirement Honoree Presentation honoring the three 2020 retirees, Mr. Marc Gold 
(THS), Ms. Mimi Kim (THS) and Ms. Cullen Winfield (Maugham School), will take place at the 
June 15th TBOE meeting.  Wishes for health and happiness in this next adventure are extended 
to all of them.    
 

The virtual graduation of the THS Class of 2020 will take place as planned on June 18th.  A car 
parade will precede the virtual graduation, beginning at 2pm. The parade route is approximately 
1.4 miles long:  it will pass THS and run through Tenafly downtown/Washington Street. It will 
conclude around the Oresko Park driveway. Please join in this event, honoring social-distance 
measures, and show your congratulations to our graduating class. 
 

With the change in the capacity of NJ high school graduation events from 25 to 500, and in 
keeping with the students’ desire to have one event that celebrated the whole class at once, our 
in-person plans for the 2020 THS graduation are as follows:  On the evening of July 8th (rain date 
July 9th), an in-person supplemental ceremony, in caps and gowns, will take place at Geissinger 
Field.  This event will be for graduates and THS staff only.  Graduates will be on the field and THS 
staff will be invited to sit in the bleachers (socially distanced).  This event will be live-streamed so 
families can watch from home. 
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Along with the congratulatory wishes we extend to our THS graduates, we also offer 
congratulations to all students who are journeying on to Tenafly Middle School and to Tenafly 
High School.  Nelson Mandela once stated, “May your choices reflect your hopes, not your fears.” 
This is my sincere wish for each and every one of you as you move forward into the next phase of 
your life.   
 

May these words also serve to drive our district’s work in the face of the unknown:  let us remain 
committed to challenging the status quo, remaining innovative and creative, and maintaining our 
reputation as a district of excellence.      
 

Have a wonderful summer. 
 

Very Truly Yours, 

Shauna C. DeMarco 

Superintendent of Schools 
 

 


